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May 28, 2010

Mark P. O’Malley

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Captain of the Port

2401 Hawkins Point Road

Baltimore, MD 21226-1791

Dear Captain O’Malley:


As President of the Marine Charter Industry Association, I am writing to you to express the concern of the members of our industry association regarding the recently announced U S Naval Academy graduation date changes for 2012.

The Marine Charter Industry Association is a regional professional association dedicated to the Marine Charter Industry.  Most of our members own and operate USCG-inspected passenger vessels under your jurisdiction in the upper Chesapeake Bay.


The schedule for activities during USNA commissioning week beginning 2012 is such that the Blue Angels practice will be on the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend.  The Blue Angels demonstration will be held on the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend.  Per FAA requirements, the Route 450 Bridge will be closed on Saturday from 10:45 am to 4:00 pm, and on Sunday from 1:45 PM to 4:00 pm. The mouth of the Severn River will have the normal boating restrictions from 10:30 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday and, depending on what past years have done, on Sunday, the closure begins from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm and ends at 4:00 pm – or whenever the Blues finish flying.

These closures have occurred for years on the Tuesday and Wednesday prior to Memorial Day Weekend.  These are workdays, and the closures generally do not impact rush hour on the roadways (sometimes the afternoon rush hour becomes impacted if the Blues fly late).
We watched the water traffic pattern on the Severn River very closely this year.  Wednesday, “Demo Day”, was a picture perfect day with clear skies, warm weather, and no wind.  At 11:30 AM, a number of boats had started to anchor for viewing.  By showtime at 2:00, there were an estimated 5,000 boats crowded around the restricted zone.  Due to great work by USCG and other agencies, the channel which allows access around Horn Point was well marked and maintained.  This channel extends to River Marker #5.  The crowd of boats extended further out, to the red dolphin #4 at Greenbury Pt, closing the channel at Marker #5.  This made transit beyond the marked channel exceedingly difficult for the larger passenger vessels.  The Captain of Watermark’s Catherine Marie stated that she would not risk returning to the harbor as scheduled, but would wait until the crowd broke up to allow safe passage back to the dock, which she was able to do at 3:30 pm.

On Wednesday, the large crowd which had assembled in a just a few hours, was courteous and polite.  There were kayaks and swimmers, boats rafted up together, and people having fun.  But no rowdy behavior was observed.  By 5:00 pm virtually all of the boats had left.  


We believe that the well-behaved crowd is in large part due to the fact that the show days and days following are workdays.

Our concerns stem from moving what is already a large and potentially risky assemblage of vessels from a mid-week afternoon activity to a holiday weekend.  When will vessels begin to anchor?  Possibly as early as Friday evening?  Will there be even more vessels?  Will they stay through the weekend?  Will alcohol become a factor?


Without even addressing the safety and security issue surrounding the potential highway gridlock which will likely occur on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend, and again but to a lesser degree on Sunday, we believe that the safety and security concerns on the water alone are sufficient to reconsider the USNA’s planned schedule change.

We understand that the CFR describes a permanent regulated area for the Tuesday and Wednesday prior to Memorial Day Weekend for Blue Angels practice and demo days, and that to change the dates to Memorial Day Weekend will require a change in the rulemaking.  However that change may not be officially initiated until it is too late.


We are sending this expression of concern to you now, while the recent activity is fresh in everyone’s minds, to initiate the conversation.  The collective employees and USCG-licensed masters of the MCIA strongly believe that moving the Blue Angels to the Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend will create unnecessary and real risk.


Thank you for your consideration.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Capt. Jennifer Kaye, President, MCIA
captainjennifer@schoonerwoodwind.com
Marine Charter Industry Association
P. O. Box 4022
Annapolis, MD 21403
mcia.annapolis@gmail.com
